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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTLRS 15T ENGINEER BATTALION
4P0 San Franciseo 96345

AVIB-CE-2 12 September 1966

SUBJECT: Combat Operation After fiction Report

THRU: Commanding General
lst Infantry Division
WTTIN:  AVIBST

AP0 96345
TO: Conmander

US Military Assistance Commend, Vietnam
ATTN: J321
LPO 96307

1. Name of Operation: Operation imarillo.

2. Date of Operation: 230705 August 1966 to 011700 September 1966,

3. General: The command headquarters for the engineer portion of

Operation Amarillo was Headquarters lst Engineer Battalion, acting in
aceordance with lst Engineer Frag Order 14-66 dated 19 fugust 1966. The
battalion provided combat support to the lst Brigade lst Infantry Division
during the clearing and securing of Route 13 from IT 922434 to XT 913295
and accomplished road rvepairs from Phuoc Vinh to Tan Uyen necessary to move
resupply convoys from Di #n to Phuoc Vinh, Compeny 4 worked in the sector
from Phuoc Vink to XT £98358 and Company C worked from XT 898358 to Tan
Uyen.

a. Reporting Officer: LIC J. M. KIEWNAN, JR.
Commanding Officer
1st Enginecr Battalion



be Task Organization:

Headguarters lst Engr Bn = LTC KIETINAN

(1) Company 4 _ Cpt Wayne M Lucas

(2) Company C(-2d P1t) _ Gpt Larry A& Blair
2nd PLt Company B
2nd P1t Company E (28 hug 66 to 1 Sep 66)

(3) Company E Cpt hobert It Olson
Equipment Plt, Headguarters Company

L. Intellirence:

(1) During the twc weeks prior to the operation VC activity
steadly increascd.

(2) The surfacc of floute 16 was in very poor condition from
AP 922434 to Tan Uyen., The culverts at XT 883404 and AT 8893569 were blown,

(3) Laterite pits were located at XT 900424 and XT 909308,
be £ ati z iont
(1) No new laterite pits were located.

(2) The battalion cleared 7 command mines and about 4O
booby traps during the operation. There were ne casualties,

(3) One Claymore riine was encountered at XT 889369 on
26 Aupust 1966 resulbing in six WIA,

(4) Six enginecrs attached te the Infantry WIA,
5. HMission: 1st Engincers provide combat support to the lst

Brigade, lst Infantry Division engnged in securing Route 16 and repairs
Route 16 to pass rcsupply con¥oys.
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6. Concept of Operation: A Company supports northern battalion of
1st Brigade and hu Giao Hegional and Yopular Forces of lst Brigade and
C Company supports southern battalion of lst Brigade and the 48th ARVN
Regiment north of Tan Uyen.,

7. Execution:

a. 23 August: A Company moved south from Phuoe Vinh and rapidiy
repaired the culverts at XT 883404 and AT 889369 and started repairing and
reshaping the road in their sectcpy, Company A set up a perimeter with 1/2
Infantry and the night passed without incident,

be 24 August: Battalion Headquarters and C Company with 2nd and
3rd platoons detached and the 2nd platoon, B Company attached moved north
from Di An into their sector and set up a perimeter with B Company, 1/26
Infantry. Co 4L coptinued repairing the road in thelr seetor, The night
passed without incident,

c. 25 August: In the early morning a 1/2 Infantry long range
patrol located an estimated reinforced VO battalion about eight kilometers
west of Route 16 in a dense junglc area. The 1/2 Infantry and 1/26 Infantry
were committed in the action to destroy the VO battalion, By this time the
north bound convoy was about half way to Phuoe Vinh and the lst Engineer
Battalion was given the mission of securing Route 16 to permit passage of the
convoy.

The battalion was reorganized as infanbry and the noon the bhattalion
had secured Route 16 with six platoon strong points (one platoon was made
up from ¢ Company haedquarters with attached cquipment operators) in the
former sectors of the tw infantry battalions,

The battalion commander called forward Company B with the equipment
platoon of Headquarters Company attached and the 3rd U1t C Company to assist
in securing the road. The convoy was passed without incident and in the
earlyafternoon the battalion (minus A Company) coiled into a defensive
perimeter. Company A& fommed a defensive perimeter with 1st Brigade Head-
quarters and D Batbery 1/5 Field Artillery. During the night the VC probed
both perimeters,

i Company killed two VC with small arms fire during the probe of their
position. Co C listening post discovered an unknown number of VC in a tummel
near their position. A grenade was thrown into the tunnel which stopped all
further activity. & mortar section from B Company 1/26 Infantry provided
excellent fire support to the battalion perimeter.

3.
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de 26 Aupust: The battle with the VC battalion continued and the
convoy was cancelled,

The battalion moved to the lst Brigade command post and assumed the
mission of securing the command post, the Artillery BDattery and the rear -
detachments of the infantry units engaged in the battle, During this move
a VC Clammore destroyed a Hesdquarters Company 2% ton truck and wounded six
e &

The Commanding General directed the 1st Enginecer to destroy tunnel
complexes discovered by infantry units in the battle area. 4n 4 Company
plateon was air landed in the dense jungle at 1500 hours and completed
their mission by 1700 hours. The platoon used 2000 pounds of cratering
charges in destroying these tunnels.

In the late afternoon the battalion started prepartions to reassume its
primary mission of road repair, The infantry continued mop up operations
and 4 Company deployed a demclition team to assist in the removal of booby
trapped US bodies.

During the night E Company received probing attacks. The VC were
driven off by mortar and small arms fire,

e, 27 humust: The lst Engineers- continued to secure the lst
Brigade command post perimeter uptil the late afternocon., At this time the
battalion returned to its location on the night of 24 August and recccupied
the perimeter with B Company 1/26 Inf. 4 Company remained with the Brigade
command post.

During the night the battalion received probling attacks from west.
A listening post from E Company killed cne VO with a hand grenade and mortar
fire was brought in on the attackers. Two VO were killed by the initial
morbar fire and three more were killed when Lhey attempted to withdraw
through the mortar fire with the bodies, A4 total of six V€ were killed
during the night,

o 28 August: The battalion reassumed its engineer mission of
repairing the road and supporting infantry units in securing and clearing
the road, E Company, minus its 2nd Tlt, and the Equipment Platoon returned
to Di An. The 2nd Plt, E Comvany was attached te C Company and given the
missicn of securing the engineer work parties,

The battalion also started clearing the junmle to a distence of 100
meters from the road in areas of high mine incidents.
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2. 29 humugt: The remainder of the Battalion continued work
repalring and maintaininghoute 16 and clearing jungle, One 13 wheel roller
was damaged by a pressure mine. In the late morning the 50 meter corbina-
tion Eiffel and timber trestle bridge began to fail under the heavy convoy
traffic. Company E moved from Di An and made emergency repairs to the
decking to permit passage of the remaincer of the convoy.

Company B (minus 2nd P1t) received the mission to repair the bridge
to pass the convoys during the remainder of the operation, They arrived at
the bridge at 1730 hours and started work at 1800 hours, The company replaced
the two abutments, two bents, approximately 30 meters of decking and placed
treadway on the entire bridge. They completed work at 200330 Aug 66.

Company C (-) 2/28 Inf and onme Plt from 1/4 Cav secured the bridge site.

he 30 Auyrsust: B Company departed the bridge site at 0900, One
squad remained to maintain the bridge during passage of the convoy. The
remainder of the battalion coptinued their previous day's mission,

i. 3l Aumust: A Company moved north to the Song Be Bridge XT
925442 and comstructed two helicopter landing zones. They closed into
Phuoc Vinh in the late afternoon, The remainder of the battalion continued
road repair and jungle clearing.

Jeo L September: The battalion (minus) denarted the operational
area in the carly morning and clesed into Di An Base Camp in the early
afternoon, This terminated ancther successful operation for the 1st Ingr Bn,

8. Supporting Forces: 1lst Brigade, lst Inf Div secured the road from
AT 92243) to LT 913295 for most of the operation, rhu Giao Regional and

Popular Forees secured the road from XT 922434 to Fhuoe Vinh., The 48th
ARVN Inf Regiment secure2 the road from XT 913295 to Tan Uyen,

9. Eesulls:

a. FPersomel: lst Engr Bn sustained twelve WHA during Operation
Amarillo .

be Equipment:

(1) One 2% ton cargo truck was destroyed by a command clay-
mnore npne,

(2) One 13 vheel roller was damaged by a pressure mine,
cs Enemy Losses: BEight VC were killed., Unknown number VC were

Wounded .
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Construction:

(1)

(2)

lioads and bridges.

{a} Improved 30 kp of road.

(b} Iiepaired one 50 meter bridge.

(¢) Installed one culvert and renaired one culvert,

Field Fortifications: Individual and command protective

emplacements only.

(3)
(&)
(5)

Iiver crossing: None
Airfields: Ncne
Keduction of enemy obstacles:

(a) Captured 1 Chinese communist claymore and one

homemade command mine which are being evacuated through technical channels,

Route 16.

(6)

(7)
(&)

(b) Cleared seven mincs.
(e) Cleared about 40 hooby traps.
(d) FKepaired mumberous mine craters.

Denial Activities: Cleared 33 acres of jungle along

General Construction: None
Engineer Reconnaissences
(a) 6 ground recens

(b) 14 aerial rccons

(¢} recommed &5 km of road
(d) wvecomned L bridees

{e) located four water points



9) Hater Supply: Operated cne water point at twe different
locations during the exercise,

10, Adpind ifcH
a. Lersomnel:
(1) Strength in field at beginning of operation 280,
(2) Maximum strength in field during operation 412,
(3) Strength in field at end of exercise 294,

b, Supply: Normal supply chennels were ubilized. Usual method
wis aerial resupply from Di i4n,

c. Maintenance: Company maintenance personnel maintained and
repaired vehicles and equipment in the field, A portion of the battalion
maintenance section was in the field to advise on maintenance problems
and assist in cbtaining repair parts.

de I ation: Organic transportation was used execept for
resupply which was by air,

e. Commmications: TOE FM radio was the prineciple means of
comuwnieations,

fo Medical: The battalion aid station was operational in the
field, One sericusly wounded man in the claymore inecident was saved
only by having the Dattalion Doctor and Aid Station immediately available,

1l. Speecial Eguirmendt and Technigues: Tractor drawn single tooth
rooter was usod to cub command mine wires.

; 9 ; During this operation the lst Engr Dn
pe.rfom:u “)ractlcallv all the missions that can be agsigned to a divisional
engineer hattalion in combat including road improvements, bridge repair,
mine clearing, and tunnel demclitions in enemy territory, The battalion
entered combat as infantry and was credited with a VC body count of eipht.
Our own casualties were 12 wounded, six from the claymore mine on Route 16
and six from demoliticon teams working directly with the infantry battalions,
Bach ridssion assigned to the battalion was carried out in an outstanding
manner.

POL THE COMMANDEL:

Cpt, CE
Ad jutant



